
VERICA 

 

A laughing and sunny place, as the meaning of the toponym underlines, was a particularly important 
political and religious center in the Middle Ages. The "da Verica" family was part of the Ghibelline faction 
and sided with the Montecuccoli. The community was included in the feud of Semese, which the 
Montecuccoli held until 1630 and then exchanged with Guiglia. 

The church of San Geminiano di Verica was one of the most ancient parish churches in Frignano, it had 
jurisdiction over five branch churches and, like most of the parish churches, stands apart from the village, 
since the plebeian building should not be identified with a village in particular, but to be a spiritual point of 
reference for a wider territory. The building was remodeled several times in the past centuries and, more 
recently, in 1981, on the occasion of the millennial of the parish. Inside it houses a baptismal font of finely 
carved stone, a symbol of the ancient dignity of a pieve (ecclesia baptismalis), a series of terracotta statues 
attributed to the school of Begarelli depicting the Madonna of the Goldfinch and various saints including 
Sebastiano, Antonio Abate and Giacinto, from the church of Semese. Of particular interest are some 
altarpieces including a canvas by Ascanio Magnanini depicting the Mysteries of the Rosary and in the apse 
the eighteenth-century painting of San Geminiano, by the Bolognese Giuseppe Crespi. 

In the village there is the oratory of the Beata Vergine delle Grazie, a small temple built (1836-1858) on the 
place where an image of the Madonna hanging from an "opium" maple was worshiped, which the faithful 
began to attribute miracles and thanks in 1834 . In the Verica area there are places that add to the 
pleasantness of the landscape historical and architectural features, with significant examples of stately and 
rural buildings and traces of fortifications scattered throughout the valley at least until the sixteenth 
century. 

Particularly suggestive are the villages of Ca 'di Marzo with sixteenth-century buildings adorned with friezes 
and a sundial, Brocco from the mighty tower-house in which on one of the portals the symbol of the 
Estense Diamond is carved, similar to that found on an architrave of carry over to Segalaia, finally Corogno 
and Monterastello. 

These last two are located on the wide ridge to the west of Verica and are connected by a flat road, along 
which, hidden among the shrubs of a hedge, is a majesty dedicated to Saint Roch, the saint invoked against 
the plague, an epidemic which notoriously moves and propagates together with travelers. For this reason 
majesty and oratories dedicated to San Rocco were erected along the streets and at the mouth of the 
villages (Niviano, Montebonello, Monzone and San Pellegrino di Pavullo). 

Monterastello is an example of a fortified village built around the feudal residence, consisting of the tower 
leaning against the palace and surrounded by walls with an entrance through a pointed portal. It belonged 
first to the Pio family of Carpi, then to the Montecuccoli. 


