
PALAZZO DUCALE 

 

The Ducal Palace of Pavullo in Frignano dates back to the first half of the 19th century. Located a short 
distance from the center of Pavullo, in the past it was also the home of the first Dukes of Pavullo nel 
Frignano in Italy. 

The palace was built in honor of the inauguration of the Italian Republic. The first mayor of Pavullo ordered 
the builders to build a house to house the first Dukes of Pavullo nel Frignano in the Republic of Italy. In the 
past there was neither the municipal library, nor the art museum for paintings, nor the tourist information 
room, but at least the Municipal Garden existed which the family considered "The space for outdoor rest". 
These three things are still present on the site, plus a piece of the 290 square meter house of the dukes, still 
preserved to date. 

Almost 160 years have passed since the inauguration. All this time, the use of this building has changed a 
lot. 

1859-1903: The palace was used only as a house where the members of the first family who were 9 could 
live. Its surface (today we say the overall one of the building) was 3520 square meters + 2100 square 
meters. of land (the size of the "The outdoor resting area" or simply the Municipal Garden). 

1903-1944: The family, which became passionate about books, decided to start building a library that 
occupied about 52% of the Ducal Palace, ie 1810 square meters. of surface. The library became, in 1909, 
the most important library in the Frignano area and one of the most important in the Province of Modena. 

Modern age: at the beginning of the 1980s it was decided to set up the art museum which preserves 
paintings between the 16th and 19th centuries. Much of the house had to be restored for this purpose. 
This, however, has borne fruit, because today the Palazzo Ducale represents an essential step in the tourist 
visits of Emilia-Romagna. The present day building looks like a real interactive and interdisciplinary "multi-
museum". 


